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Human Rights Committee Meeting (MN Guild)
Thursday, October 19 | 11:00AM-12:00PM Virtual
All are welcome! Join via Zoom.

Guild Day at the Pumpkin Patch
Sunday, October 22 | 1:00PM Meetup - Look for the guild yard sign! 
Dehn’s Pumpkins, 17270 125th Ave. North, Dayton, MN
Want a ride? email Allana.
Tickets are $12 for adults or free for children under 36” tall. No dogs 
allowed. Corn maze/pit, inflatables, hayrides, air cannons, and more! 
Info.

Guild Day at the Walker Art Center 
Thursday, November 16 | 6:00PM Social, 7:00PM Film Screening 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis. Meet at the ground-floor cafe 
Walk in the garden or visit the museum. Stick around for the film 
still/here by Christopher Harris (60min) in the Cinema. Gallery, film, 
and garden are free on Thursdays. More Info.
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• CWA Strikes Ongoing
• 2022-23 Legislature wins
• Cemetery lots for sale
• Introducing “Guild Day”

• Steward Training Workshop Series
• Unit Updates: Clean Water Action
• SPFE speaks on School Board Election
• RLM Arts Calendar Release

A Year of Solidarity & Hardship

Imagine being on strike for a whole 

YEAR! That’s what the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette workers are facing. Our 

local continues to help them during this 

devastating standoff and you can too. 

Donate to Post Gazette workers.

Also, TVO (similar to Canada’s PBS) has 

been on strike since Aug 21st. More 

info and link to donate.

You Did It! State Legislature Wins

Workers won big at the 2022-2023 

Minnesota legislature thanks in no 

small part to the efforts of our union 

members and their nonprofit organi-

zations. The MN AFL-CIO made some 

one-page posters of some of the major 

wins.  Check them out.

UPCOMING EVENTS What Is Guild Day? & TNG Steward 

Training Modules on next page.

Cemetery Lots For Sale!

This Local owns multiple cemetery 

lots in Roselawn Cemetery (St Paul) 

and Hillside Cemetery (Minneapolis).  

These lots are available for purchase at 

the dirt-cheap price of $300 per lot plus 

title and transfer fee.  

For more info, contact Marilyn in the 

office at 651-645-9000.

https://zoom.us/j/99921935688?pwd=NGZkNzlBOFVic0lITmVsakVod2Nndz09&from=addon
mailto:allana@mnguild.org
http://www.dehnspumpkins.com/
http://walkerart.org/calendar/2023/still-here-by-christopher-harris
http://walkerart.org/visit
https://actionnetwork.org/fundraising/donate-to-support-striking-pittsburgh-post-gazette-workers
https://cwacanada.ca/2023/09/21/support-our-striking-members-at-tvo/
https://cwacanada.ca/2023/09/21/support-our-striking-members-at-tvo/
https://www.mnguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worksite-Flyers-about-Leg-Wins-2023.pdf
mailto:marilyn%40mnguild.org?subject=


TNG’s Steward Training 
Workshop Series
Every-other Tuesday night at 8pm (CST)  

Virtual, free.

Attend the whole series or pick-and-

chose topics. Click the module to 

register. Open to all.

Oct 24 | Steward Basics

Nov 7 | A Workplace Organizer

Nov 21 | A Communicator and Educator

Dec 5 | A Problem Solver

Dec 19 | A Union Representative

Jan 9 | Anti-Harassment Training

Over the past four months, Guild members at Clean Water Action 

Minnesota have been fighting for a new contract to guarantee a flexible 

work environment and protect their compensation structure.

Bargaining committee member Christian Balden said the team has 

engaged in 10 rounds of negotiations to renew the contract that expired 

June 30. Previous agreements have typically been reached in two or 

three tries. 

“There’s good and bad,” said Balden, a 13-year phone canvasser. “The 

good is that we have new national management. We have a new CEO 

and CFO, so we’re being heard on concerns that the old guard wasn’t 

willing to work with us on. The bad is that they’re all new to union ne-

gotiations.” 

Balden said the employer has been unwilling to put language in the con-

tract regarding work location, but the bargaining team is hoping to se-

cure a memorandum of understanding to allow employees to continue 

working remotely, if their positions allow, the vast majority of the time. 

And while base salaries have not been a major sticking point, Balden said 

the unit is fighting to memorialize commission rates for field and phone 

canvassers. Management has been reluctant to do so, but Balden said 

those rates have remained largely unchanged over the past decade and 

make up a significant portion of the canvassers’ wages. 

“It’s taken a long time to get to this point, but we think we’re on the 

downhill slide,” they said. “We think we’re headed towards an agree-

ment.” 

The unit includes about 25 canvassers, program staff and administrative 

staff at the nonprofit organization, which seeks to protect the environ-

ment by engaging Minnesotans on public health issues, pushing chem-

ical policy reform and advocating at the Capitol and through elections.

UNIT UPDATES
Clean Water Action Members Persist Through Lengthy Negotiations
By Tom Olsen, Duluth News Tribune

ONLINE STEWARD TRAINING

Support your union brother, 

Jared Beebe, HHS Language 

Interpreters, as he performs in

Dante’s Inferno
at Open Window Theatre in 

Inver Grove Heights. Runs through 

October 29th; recommended for 

ages 12+. Reserve your tickets

HERE

WHAT IS GUILD DAY?
Guild Day is a new series where we 

hold regular social events to meet other 

members across the Guild and partic-

ipate in our community. We’ll pick a 

new Twin Cities activity each month 

so you might be excited one month 

and challenged another. These events 

might include happy hours, sports, live 

music, films, history lessons, and vol-

unteer activities. Got any ideas? 

Note: You are responsible for expenses 

incurred related to participating.

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfu2srzgpH9NrWnZbTjsYl6NcIJDkMPTi

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctfu6orzMuHtdQZEsqG4KAw2KW3HkOx49N
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtf-qspz0oE9HxKxE_ou3MFoNFOHbsp8XQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kce-srDIsHtQi5IBObPHGgKYuwo1LXidx
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsdumrrT8jGtQRLcingO-i4gXG4GRKCdo2
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkfumtqjIoEt3Ux3fecN9Aun8d5izZMqWI#/registration
https://openwindowtdev.wpengine.com/plays/season-10/dantes-inferno/


This year, most educators, licensed and unlicensed, will be bargaining their con-

tracts (under state law, they must bargain every two years). Education locals will 

be looking to address the issues that have led to educators leaving the profession 

- long hours, low pay, work environment, racism, and lack of respect. Despite a 

record increase in public education funding across the state, we are already see-

ing district administrations offering 0 in wages and benefits, while also working 

to erode or eliminate union protections like seniority and tenure. In addition to the 

attacks on union rights, many districts have seen a record number of candidates 

that would privatize public education, remove LGBTQIA protections for students 

and staff, ban books they find objectionable, and prohibit curriculum that explicitly 

addresses the way racism has impacted our country and culture.

Why School Board Elections Matter
By Lynne Bolton, St Paul Federation of Educators Staff

NEWSLETTERS ARE A COLLABORATIVE 

EFFORT. CONTRIBUTORS WANTED!

Are you willing to write a unit update, submit art, 

draw a comic, or have other ideas for content? 

Quieres este boletín en español? The more members that 

participate, the more this is a project by-and-for the people.

2024 Liberation Calendar Out Now 
By Jaime Hokanson, RLM Arts

RLM Arts has just released our 8th annual calendar, which is printed by MN 

Guild members Seven Corners Printing (shout out to Hannah Miller and Peter 

Josephs!) and features Ricardo Levins Morales’ original art of labor and social 

justice movements, plus historical dates featuring strikes, protests, uprisings, 

and other movements, victories, and inspiration. The May, July and November 

pages are particularly relevant to labor. It’s available at their online shop and the 

images are free to use. 

UNIT UPDATES

Where MN Guild Members Live
Did you move and not tell the Guild your new address? 

Please let Marilyn know!

The Regional Labor Federations of 

Minneapolis, Saint Paul, and Duluth on 

behalf of the MN AFL-CIO have screened 

and endorsed candidates, and Education 

Minnesota has compiled a list of local 

affiliates that have endorsed candidates 

as well.  Please take the time to learn 

about your local school board elections 

and learn which candidates have union 

support before you vote on Tuesday, 
November 7.

If you are unsure if there is a local 

school board election where you 

live, you can check the Secretary of 

State’s website to see what is on 

your local ballot.

UNIT UPDATES
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https://www.rlmartstudio.com/product/2024-rlm-liberation-calendar/
mailto:marilyn%40mnguild.org?subject=
http://minneapolisunions.org/mrlf_endorsed_2023.php
https://stpaulunions.org/about-us/endorsements/
https://www.laborworld.org/?zone=/unionactive/view_article.cfm&HomeID=910150
https://www.edmnvotes.org/2023-voter-guide/
https://www.edmnvotes.org/2023-voter-guide/

